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1 HIS little Work prefents itfelf to 
the Publick without any affectation 
of intrinfick importance, and merely as 
the herald of another; yet the Orien¬ 
tal iff and Antiquary may be pleafed to 
fee, for the firft time, an Epitome of 
Perfian Annals; in the original lan¬ 
guage of a native hiftorian. 

The want of fuch a Work induced 
me to feek, among my Manufcript 
Chronicles, the moll concife and com- 

a 
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prehcnfive account of the ancient Ira» 

vian*^ Sovereigns; and the following 
pages are the refult of my inquiry. 
To the Perfian text and the Englilh 
tranflation, I thought it neceflary to 
fubjoin fome collateral illuftrations 
from other manuferipts. This talk, 
during the performance of it, became 
a regular examination of each King's 
reign : And although I fludied to keep 
my Work within the compafs of a 
fingle and a fmall volume, and refolved 
to derive my illuftrations entirely from 
fources unexplored hitherto by Euro- 

* The Perfiafi Empire, in general, is prc^rly 
called (. yj-» 1 Iran, The word Perjta is derived 
from Partt the name of a province, the moft re¬ 
markable as being the ufual refidcnce of the Kings. 
This name, in modern compofitions, is moft fre¬ 
quently written Fars, after the Arabian manner. 
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pean writers; yet, by an imperceptible 
accumalatipn of extrad;s, the fuper. 
ftru(3;ure became too vaft for fo flight 
a foundation as the original text. 

I could not, however, prevail on 
myfelf to throw away what had b.cen 
acquired by laborious perfeverance, or 
to reduce that which feemed nccclTary 
to the illuftration of obfeure palTages, 
I had col levied a mafs of extra<$l5> 
which not only were, in a peculiar 
degree, ufeful and curious, on the 
Antiquities, Philolqgy, and Geography 
of Perlia, but threw fuch light on many 
important and interefting points of 
Sacred and of Profane Hiftory, as I 
had never cxpetflcd to find in any poll;* 
Mohammedan authors. 

To whatever degree the Reader's 

a 2 
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curiofity may be excited by this decla¬ 
ration, I make it with the confidence 
of dne who conceives, that eight or 
nine years fpent in clofe application 
to the ftudy of Eaftern Languages and 
Literature, have enabled him to appre¬ 
ciate juftly, after repeated perufals, 
the value of his own manuferipts; and 
I entertain not any apprehenfions that 
the future publication of thofe extracts 
will difappoint the Reader’s exped:- 
ation. 

As the original text of the Jeban 
Ara (which is here given with little 
more than the Englifti tranflationj was 
found inadequate to the mafs of notes 
and illullrations, I extended my plan, 
and chofe, as a fuitable ground-w ork| 
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that Section of the Leb-^aUtozvartkh,* 
which contains the ancient annals of 
Iran, This work I feleded from a 
multiplicity of other Tarikhs, both 
greater and fmallcr; becaufc it com- 
prifes within a moderate compafs, 
more ufeful and important hiftorick 
information, lefs intermixed with fable 
and romance, than any other. The 
frequent mention in M. DTderbcIot’s 
Bibliolheqiie Orient ale of the Leb-t art kb, 
is a fufficient teftimony of its excel¬ 
lence; and it is w ithout doubt the fame 
book which Pietro della Valle once in¬ 
tended to tranflatc.f 

+ Di tradur da Perfiano in Tofeano un libro 
** chechiamano M'tdolla delle Htfioriff &e un breve 
“ compendio della hiftoria di tutti i Re della Periia 

daAdarainfin'aSciahTahmafp.’' 
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Having giy^en, from this Work, the 
original text of the Perfian Annals, 
witn a tranflation, I (hall proceed to 
illuftrate the reign of each King in 
regular fucccfllon, by examining the 
traditions recorded in various rare, 
ancient and authentick manuferipts— 
nightly noticing fuch as have been al¬ 
ready printed or tranflated, and de^ 
riving my materials, as I before faid, 
from fources hitherto unexplored by 
Europeans. It were, indeed, unpar¬ 
donable in me to repeat a twice-told 
tale, or incroach upon the labours of 
another; fince few libraries, either 
public k or private, afford a more 
ample flock of original matter than 
my own Manufeript Collecftion ; ac¬ 
quired through the kindnefs of friends 
rcfiding in the Eaft—indefatigable 



PREFACE* 


vH 

perfevcfance in tranfcribing, and dili¬ 
gence in inquiry—and, I muftacknow- 
ledge, a degree of expenfe, far beyond 
that which found prudence would have 
prefcribed to one whofe purfc but 
fcldom overflowed. 

Of the Hiftorical Works, or Manu- 
feript Tarikhs, from which I have 
principally derived rhy materials, I 
fliall here fubjoin the titles—naturally 
beginning with mention of Tabdri*% 
** Great Chronicle*,'* the moft ancient 

^y cji 

j4bu y offer Mohammed ebn 'Jartr, furnamed 

Altabariy from 1 aber'ijlan in Perfia—- 

where he was bt'rn, Anno Hcgirae 224 , {A. D. 

His Work is frequently quoted in Perfian manu. 

feripts by the title of Tarikb Jafferi, or T^trikk 

» 

yarir^ 
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and moil: excellent of all. It is compri- 
fed in two large volumes, containing 
a general hiftory of the Afiatick World 
from the Creation, the Perlian and 

Arabian annals, with the Jewiili re¬ 
cords, interfperfed with many curious 
traditions which muft have defeended 
to the venerable Hiftorian through 
fome other channel than that of the 
Koran. Tabari, though a native of 
Perfia, compofed this admirable Work 
in the Arabick language. Fortunately, 
however, it underwent a Perfian tranf- 
lation within a few years after the 
author’s death—for the original Ara¬ 
bick is no longer to be found.* 

* Some fcattered fragments of it ftill exift— 
See Ockley’s Hillory of the Saracens ; D’Hcrbelot; 

and my catalogue of the Oriental Manuferipts in 

♦ 

the Britilh Mufeum, Oriental Collections, Vol. II* 
p. 185. 
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But the Antiquary may confole him- 
fclf for this lofs, as the Perfian tranf- 
lator has added to the text of Tabari 
much curious and important matter. 
From the original work, Elmakin, an 
Arabian writer, has principally com¬ 
piled his Annals of the Saracens, be¬ 
ginning with that epoch at which my 
refearches end, the age of Mohammed. 
I have ufed three copies of Tabari^ all 
finemanuferipts; following, in general, 
one brought from India, and given to 
me by that moft ingenious Oricntalill, 
Jonathan Scott, Efq. This copy (in 
two folio volumes) was tranferibed in 
Perfia, A. Hcgirae 850, (A. D. 1446.} 

Having dwelt fo long on this 
article, I fliall briefly mention the 
other Tarikhs which I have confulted; 

b 
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not, obferving in this place any chro¬ 
nological order, as a more full and re¬ 
gular dcfcription of them fliall be pre¬ 
fixed to my lllujlrations. 



Tarikh Moagevi, a very 

elegant and flowery compofition, in- 
terfperfed with poetry; containing 
the Hifiory of Perfia till the time of 
Nufiiirvan. 


I'cbkat Naffcri, L 

This precious work,'* fays M. An- 
quctil du Perron,* is of the year of 
'‘the Hegira 655, of Chrifl; 1257;" 

yet my copy, the only one I have as 

• • 

yet feen, is dated 650, 

* (of Chrifl 1252.) It contains 


* Mem, Acad, hi/cr'if-, Vol. 3*# P* 379' 
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the Hiftory of Alia, Jews, ancient 
Arabians and Perlians, Khalifs, Mo¬ 
hammedan Kings of India, Perlia, 
KhorafTan, &c. to the defeendants of 
Gengiz Khan. 


Tarikh Gozideh, a moll 

excellent compilation of Aliatick Hif- 
tory, by Hamdallab Mujioufi^ author of 
the Nozbat al Coloub^ It concludes 
with an account of Cazvin, his native 
city. 


Rozet al Sefa^ ixKOj I a general 

Hillory of the Eallern World ; in 
feven (fometimes in nine, or twelve) 
volumes, by Mirkhondy who lived in 
the fifteenth century. A geographical 
index is fubjoined to the lafl volume. 

b 1 
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Kbelajfut al Akhbar,Jj^ii\ 

an abridgment of the Rozet at Sefa, 

f 

by Khondemir, the fon of Mirkhond 
above mentioned. My copy of this 
abridgment confifls of above 1200 
pages, quarto. 

Hahib-al-Seiry a ge¬ 

neral Hiftory of Afia, by the fame 
Kbondcmir: a moll valuable conipo- 
fition, in feveral volumes: the copy 
which I have ufed, confifls of four 
volumes of unequal fize. 

Zein^al-akhhar^ I a very 

curious and extraordinary work; con¬ 
taining the ancient Hiftory of Perfia, 
Jewifh, Chriflian, Magian and Hindoo 
religious fails and ceremonies, annals 
of the Mohammedan Kings and Kha- 
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lifs, geographical anecdotes, and chro¬ 
nological tables, &c. 





author, Kapchak Khan Kuli Bcig^ of 
Ba!kh ; who has moll ingenioufly writ¬ 
ten the Hiftory of Alia from the cre¬ 
ation of Adam, of the Deluge, Mofes, 
Chrift; the Greeks and Romans, from 
the time of Alexander; Arabians, 
Copts, Chaldeans, &c. &c.; the Kha- 
lifs, Mohammedan Kings of Perfia, 
Hindooflan, Tartary, &c. down to 
the year 1137 of the Hegira (of Chrifl: 
1724.) The latter part of this work 
affords many curious hiftorical anec¬ 
dotes concerning Balkh, Bokhara, the 
countries bordering on the river Jihoon 
(or Oxus), &c. 
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A very excellent Tarikb, the title Oi 
author of which I am not yet able to 
afc 4 rtain; it begins (after the ufual 
hifmillahi) with the words cXau 

and contains an account 
of the Creation, the Prophets and 
Patriarchs, ancient Kings of Perlla, 
the Khalifs, &c. to the year 951 of the 
Hegira, (of Chrift 1544.) This ma- 
nufeript bears the impreflion of M, Le 
Gentil*^ Perfian feal. 


Another very curious and valuable 

t _ 

Tarikb, or Hiftory of the Patriarchs, 
Prophets, ancient Perfians and Ara¬ 
bians, Mohammedan Princes of Perfia, 
Arabia, Hindoollan, &c. to the year 
773 of the Hegira, (A. D. 1371.) Of 
this work 1 cannot difeover the title; 
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it is a large folio volume, and begins 

abruptIy(^_5J eXxj 


Tarikh Subah Saduk, ^^ij» 

a general Hiflory of the Afi- 
atick World, ancient and modern, by 
Mohammed Saduk, of Isfahan j in four 
large volumes, folio: a very rare and 
valuable work. 


A folio volume, imperfect both at 
the beginning and ending. It con¬ 
tains a variety of mofl curious hifto- 
rical anecdotes, fomc of which fhall 
be tranflated in another work. 

Tarikh AJJi, 

*♦ Vni*' 

Chronicle of a Thoujand Tears^ (i. e. 
after Mohammed;} a very excellent 
compilation of Afiatick hiftory, in 
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three large folio volumes. The begin-» 
ing of the firft volume affords fome 

C 

anecdotes of Tezdegerd, and the in- 
vafion of Perlia by the Mufulmans. 


The Nizam al Towarikb, ^UoJ 

a very curious epitome of 
Perfian hiftory, by Abou Sated Abdallah 
hen Almouelli, 


Tarikh Nizam al Alolk, 

or Seiajet zva Seir al Molouk, 

a celebrated 

work, compofed about the year of the 
Hegira 485, (A. D. 1092.) 


Alerdt al Aultimy JLxJI ^1^ or 
KarikhBakhtaver jb’ 

a general hiftory of the ancient 
and modern, Sovereigns of Alia, by 
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Bakbtaver Khan; in two large quarto 
volumes. 

The Dabijlan, of which 

part has been tranflated in the iVrw 
Afiatick Mifcellany of Calcutta. 


But few' of thefe hiftorical compo- 
fitions in profe, afford more ufcful or 
curious information to the Perhan 
Antiquary, than the great Hcroick 
Poem of Ferdoujii intitlcd 

A.oU oLii Shab Niimeb, or Book of Kings ^ 
compofed in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries of the Chriftian /Era,* from 
fome original annals in the Prblavi 
language, which efcaf)cd the general 
deltru(5lion of Perfian books when the 


* Ferdouft died, A. Hegirse 411, (A. D. io*o.) 


C 
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Mufulmans invaded and conquered 
Tran, This celebrated work contains, 
in more than lixty thoufand diftichs, 
the ancient records of Perfia, from 
Caiumuras to Tczdrgcrdt interfperfed 
with aftonifliing fid.ion and delightful 
romance. But from the traces of real 
hiflory, which frequently appear, I 
am induced to fufpcdl that the Chro¬ 
nicle of Tahari was not unknown to 
our Perlian Poet: this fufpicion I may 
be allowed to entertain, without dero¬ 
gating from the authority of thofe 
Pcblavi annals above mentioned; fince 
I am well perfuaded, that even at this 
day, many valuable manuferipts, in 
the ancient language of Iran, flill exifl: 
in that country, and may yet reward 
the labours of fomc inquifitive and 
ingenious traveller. 
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From three fine copies of this ad¬ 
mirable work,* I have derived much 
curious information. I have occalicfn- 
ally ufed, alfo, the two Perfian abridg¬ 
ments of this work; the firfl: of which 
M. Anquetil du Perron ftylcs Tava^ 
** rikh du Schah Naviaht''-\ an epitome, 
by Tavakhol Iloffcini ; this is, however, 
the work ufually denominated Miin- 

* One of thefe is peculiarly beautiful; a wry 
large folio, written in Perfia, and decorated with a 
\ aricty of moft fplendid and extraordinary j^aintings: 
w’hat it originally coft in Iran, I cannot afeertain ; 
bur it apjx'arb front a note, that one thoufand rupees, 
(alxtut tool.; were paid for it in Bengal. 

+ “ Tatarikh du Schah Xantah, abrege rare ct 

precieux," &c. Zendivefta, Tom. I. Appeitdix 
Dxxxvi. The learned Wahl, in his “ Altes und 
A'tv/t’j Vordti and Mittel AJien," &c. (p. 205, 204) 
has confounded this with the Shah Nameh Nr/r, 
hereafter mcjitioned. 


C 2 - 
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tekhyh Shah Namrh, oL^ 
or Mufitekbyb Shemffjtr-Khaniy 

compofcd by Tavakbl Bngy and 

#« 

dedicated to ShemJI^tr Khan ; it con¬ 
tains, in almoft every page, fome verfes 
of the original Shah Nameb. The other 
abridgment is that quoted by the 
learned Hyde, in his Relig, Veter. Per-- 
Jarnniy as “ ray\Uimus liber,** intitled 
Shah Nameb N Jr, oLij This 

work was compofed for the ufe of 
Dr. Hyde, by defirc of the Englilh 
Agent at Surat. The Parfi, whom he 
employed, mentions this circumdance 
in the preface, and in fome wretched 
verfes which he has fubjoined at the 
end: the abridgment, however, is very 

s 

ingenioufly executed, in the moft pure 
and eafy profe. Of this work, which 
is preferved in the Britifti Mufeum, 
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there did not exift a fccond copy until 
I obtained pcrmifTion to tranferibe it.* 

Of A Izami's five poems,f three af¬ 
ford fome curious matter: the Sekandcr 
Namrlj, or Miflory of 

Alexander—the JIrfi 

Pa gur or Seven Forms, containing the 
romance of Babaram Gour —and Kbqfru 


* Some cxtradls from the Shah Namah Ne/r 
lu’. e been publinicd in the Oriental Collcftions— 
As Ih a\e nearly tranflatcd the whole work, it will 
probably be foon offered to the lovers of Pcrfian 
Antiquity and Romance. 


+ A fjxth p(K‘m is fometimes added to the 

or Fwe 7 rcafurei df Ntzami, as his 

o, 

works are emphatically ftyled. Of thefe, I fhall 


hereafter give a full account ; following the moft 
ancient of three fine copies in my own Colle^ion, 


tranferibed A. Heg. 767, (A. D. 1365.) 



PREFACE. 




Shirceny 

Khofrii Parvtz and his celebrated mif- 
trcfs Shireen'^i\\(t Aineh Sc hand cry, 
jO^XX^i ^Xj} or Mirror of Alex- 

•• 

andci'y by Emir Khojru —and the 
(j^cX.AwCss» Kbcrd Namcb Sekan- 
dcry, Alexander*s Book of JFifdovi, by 
the celebrated Jami, furnifli fomc paf- 
fages on the Macedonian Conqueror's 
hiflory. 


I'rom the Bchariflan, and other 
works of the voluminous Jamif I have 


* Bcfidcs copies of this author's works in 
diflind volumes, I am fo fortunate as to poffefs 
the whole, confifting of forty different com}X)fition< 
iti profe and verfe, Arabick and Perfian, all 
uniformly written, and bound in one large volume; 
tranferibed with fuel) exquifite accuracy and ele- 
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cxtradlcd many curious illuflrations ; 
fomc alfo I have found fcattcred 
through the various works of FcrtJ^ 
eddin Attar, fuch as hisCj!»3jl 
Jouabir Alzai — Kho/rtt 
Gul —v-jaaaJI (^LkJ Lc/ii?! a! Ghaib-—- 


Maniuk al Fair, and 

the others. 


Bcfidcs the work of Emir Khofrn 
above mentioned, his j\r^ ^ 
Speber — Hrjbt Bebijbt-"^ 

Shireen Kbofru, &c, 
afford hiflorical matter j alfo the Bof- 
tan, Guliflan, Rifalehs, and other com- 
pofitions of Sadi-^thc ^ Jaum^ 


gance, and illuminated in fuch a fplendid manner, 
that one of its late iwffeflbrs paid for if, in the Eaft, 
a fum nearly equivalent to 140 guineas. 
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i-Jemi or Cup of Jcmfloeid^ by Auhedi-^ 

the Hadiket of Senate <3UUtX2s^— 

•* 

the Mif navi of Gel ale din 

Roumi; and many other poetical works 
which the limits of this Preface will 
not allow me to enumerate. 

The geographical treatifes, from 
which I have chiefly derived my illuf- ^ 
trations, arc, that admirable work, the 
Nozhat al Colouh, by 

Ham dal lab Mujloufi, whom M. D’Hcr- 
bclot Hyles ** Le Geograpbe Perjand* 

j The Mefalek u 

Mmalek^^lYic. (^IcXXJI 

* Of this moft \aluablc work I have given a 
(hort defeription in the Appendix: my tranflation 
of it will, I hope, be ready for publication in four 
or five months. 
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Ajaieh al hu Idati’^xhe <3^0 j Shi raz 
Nameb ; a moft curious and rare manu- 

4 

fcript, quoted by Kaempfer in hfs 
Amivnil* Exot.* —the Heft 

Aklim —the Tahkikb 

aj Inih, a geographical dix^lionary, by 
Mohammed Saduk Isfahani —the Jjaieh 
al Makhloucat ^ 

the AAasO Tohfut al Irakeitt, 

by the celebrated Khacani —the Ajaieb 
al Oheruicb^ L---ul:s:\c —the 

geographical index at the end of Mirk- 
bond* s Rozet al Sefa, and many others. 

In Philological explanations I have 
ufed a variety of manuferipts ; to enu¬ 
merate which, would extend thisWorje 


{* P. 301) I havercafon to believe that this copy 
is the fame which Ka:mpfer brought from Perfia. 
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beyond the limits preferibed: the 

principal of thefc, however, are the 

did:ionaries or FerhungSy intitled Je* 
bdfigeeri, 

Borhan Kaica’^ ULjUJM Kafljf 

a I Logbat — Sururi — 

Rejbidi —v,— ijllaJ hutayef al 


Logbat —I jsy^Bahr^al-youahir, 
&c. Many curious Philological Re¬ 
marks I have likewife found in mif- 
ceJlancous works, fuch as the Bchari 
Sekbu», —Sberah Sekander 

Namab, ^cXaXkw ^ «the iVJf- 

faiiis al Akbbar, 




Sberah Kbakani —the 


Zckhiret al Alolouh 
the Ahklak Najferi-^ 

the Wakaat Matoul—^ 

the Negarijlan of Jouini^ 

a moft excellent work of the fame 
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title, by Jl Ghuffart (author of the 
Jehan Ara) ; and a third Negarijian, 
by Alt ben 'Taifoiir Bujlami, I muft 
alfo acknowledge my frequent obli¬ 
gations to the Lyrick and Soufi Poets, 
for afliftance in my Hiflorical and 
Antiquarian Refearches. The allufionj 
of Ativari, Hafiz, Saieb, Nazirt, Oorjiy 
He/ali, Firokbi, Sbems 7* abrizi, Kcmal 
addein Isfabani, and a multiplicity of 
others, to anecdotes of ancient Hiftory 
and Mythology, have fometimes ferved 
to illuftratc the mod obfeure paflages 
of the profe writers; even the dull 
and voluminous commentaries on the 
Koran, and unwieldy folios of Mo¬ 
hammedan Law, have not been with¬ 
out their ufe; and fomething has been 
extraded from the numerous works of 
fidion and romance, which often ex- 
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hibit very pleafing reprefehtations of 
Afiatick manners ; I allude to fuch as 
the Anvar Sobeily^ 

the Khazver Namcb —the 

Kiff'ch Emir Hamzeb — 
Che bar Derveijht ibe 
Four Derznfl)es —the A.«lj ^Lyjxu 

Bakhtyar Nameb —the 

^ 

BoJlan-i-^Khryal —the Negar 

Ziba, &c. 


Many topographical notes, and in¬ 
cidental references to the ancient 
Hiftory of Per/ia, are feattered through 
fome of thofe T arikbs which contain 
the Annals of modern Mohammedan 


Princes j among thefe are the Attlum 
Arai, iS[j ^ ^ an Hiftory of the 
AbbaJJrdcsy in three large volumes—!- 



j\j Tarikh 



PREFACE. 


AHftm Cn/—the A-cU Akhr 

f^ameb —the ^i^nour Ninncb 

—the eh cat Timouri, 

&:c. alfo in Biographical works and 
colle(5lions of Anecdotes, the various 

^Hzkerreh at Shoara, 
or Lives of the Poets—the Tarikb chn 

j 

—the 

Tarikb Barmckian — 
the Mnjalis al 

Momcnin^ &c. 


There is another clafs of Martu- 
feripts which I have attentively per- 
ufed, yet fparingly quoted ; becaufc, 
though nutnerous, they afford but 
little, and even that little is of quef- 
tiortablc authority: 1 mean thofe 

feeble compofitions in modern Per- 
ilck, faid to be tranflatidns from the 
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ancient 7ucnd and Pehlavi, which Ell- 
ropcan travellers procure from the 
Parfis of Surat, and of which the 
learned Dr. Hyde and M. Anquctil 
du Perron have given us fufheient 
fpccirncns. 

Had I not hopes of difeovering 
fomc works of infinitely greater value 
than the Sadder^ Erdaviraf Narnef', or 
the Zcnd-a-vcjlii, (as we have it in 
French) of Z.oroaJ?rr himfclf, 1 fliould 
confider any further attention to the 
ancient dialects of Perfia, as a mifap- 
plication of dudy, and a w afte of time: 
thefe, however, have contributed, with 
the various manuferipts before men¬ 
tioned, materials for my future work, 
of which the title will be nearly as 
follows : ** lUuJirations of P erf an Hi/- 
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** tory and Antiquities-^or an attempt 
“ to 7 'cconcile the Ancient Hijlory and 

Chronology nf Verfia (according to the 
** dates and traditions, prejerved in 
** maniifcripts of that country) tvith the 

Hcbreiv, Ctreck, and Latin Records,** 

This work will comprife, 

I. An introdutftory eflay on the 
ftudy of Pcrlian hiflory, antiquities, 
and romance. 

II. A deferiptive catalogue of the 
nianufcripts which have furnifhed 
materials for the work. 

III. That fc(5lion of the Lrb a I 
^ovaarikb which contains the ancient 
Hiflory of Perfia, from Caiumuras to 
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Tezdejerd ; given in the original Per- 
iian, with an Englifli tranflation on 
the oppolite pages. 

IV. The Illullrations, ; in hich 
arc collc(ilcd from all the nianufcripts 
before enumerated, the various tra¬ 
ditions and anecdotes of each king’s 
reign; collated with thofc preferved 
in the Old Teftamcnt, and in the 
works of Greek and Latin writers; 
chronological, geographical, and phi¬ 
lological obfervations, &c. 

V. An Appendix, confiding of fe- 
veral inifccllaneous articles, chrono¬ 
logical tables, extracts from rare and 
ancient nianufcripts, remarks on the 
antivjuities of Perfepolis, examination 
of Zend and Peblai'i manuferipts, fu- 
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ncral rites, fire worfliip, Manichcan 
an«l Mazdakian hcrciles, archery and 

4 # 

horrcnianiliip of the Perfians, mufick, 
pai<uing, fculpturc, veftiges of He- 
brew and Greek in the Perfian lan¬ 
guage, &:c. 

Such arc the outlines of my future 
Work, which, if I can judge by the 
materials already colle^ffcd, w'ill form 
two large quarto volumes, each con¬ 
taining at lead 400 pages, befides 
maps and viev^s, plates of inferiptions, 
medals and gems, engraved alphabets 
of ancient charaQers, and fpccimcns 
of wnUn^ifac Jim lies from miniatures 
in manuferipts, ^c. 

I Diall not here enumerate the 
Greek and Latin works which 1 have 

e 
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thofe already defcribed by travellers, 
I haverefolved to vifit Perfia (if Pro- 
vidence continue to blcfs me with life 
and health) whenever fome neceffary do- 
meftick arrangements, and the Works 
on which I am now employed, (hall 
have been completed. 

London, Auguft, 1799. 


TheTarlkhy^^ff«v/r<7, which hat 

fumUhed materials for the following Work, is an 
o^avo manufeript, purchafed at Shiraas in the year 
1787, by my ingenious friend. Captain WUEam 
Francklin, author of the 7 e/tr t» Perjia^ in whtdi 
Ik has quoted it on the fubjed of Perfcpolis. Daring' 
his refidence in Bengal, it accidentaliy fdl ffom a 
boat into the Ganges, and a few words have been 
rendered illegible by the wet; where fuch oocvr 
in the following extra^, they arc cxpreiGfed by aL 
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thofc already deferibed by travellers, 
1 have rcfolvcd to vifk Pcrfia (if Pro- 
vidence continue to blefs me with life 
and heahh juheneverfomcncrt‘jTarydo- 
ineOick arrangcmcnis, and the Works 
on which 1 am now employed, fliall 
hav'c been complcicd. 

Lo i.Ion, Af"'!:!, 1709. 


'rivC T.irlkh //jf.’, hi / . %vlut'h Iias 

fiirrill'Cvl niii’i..!, {4 tko l<.i'M,vWt.;!., i. .ji 

oct.ivo JiKii', 1 ^ 1 .r"; *, } utA.'' 1 1 at ! ! iii t!.t \t.ir 
i"S 7 , 1»\ ii'A ir ■ . . i cVv j]Ii un 

» i ^ ^ at * I 

Fr.rivKliif, oi t!' // yv >Ml'/, jn u'liiAi 

Ju‘lia-. fjiji'tvvi i: o;i Ir'.v I'iik:. ^ u)ij. Dutii.g 
Kis niAc-.a'c i's i> •''»!, it .1. V l-'i.'/t'iv iv’l {!t»ni a 
V<c».!t ii.to ti’.j G , ;■ J a fi .v v.irl. h.i-n !>ct.T 
roivldrckl ilKi i’ !; I \ ilid : uhrrr fikh ocfur 
in i!ii.' loilov.:: j C'.tr.vvt, thev arct/tredeJ l>v af- 
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teriflcs. On his return to England in 1797, Cap. 
tain Francklin obligingly gave me this, with many 
oAier valuable manuTcripts, The author is Cazr 

Ahmed al Ghuffariy /5^^’ of Caz. 

vin; who, according to the I'arikh Bedaooni, died 
on his return from the pilgrimage to Mecca, when 
fctting out from Dathuly Anno Hegiras 97 
(A. D. 1567.) 

He was alfo author of the Negartftan ; a moft 
excellent compilation of hiftorical anecdotes, of 
which 1 am fo fortunate as to poflefs a fine copy, 
written by his own hand, and replete with his 
marginal notes; it is a large o^vo manufcript, 
and was brought to Europe by Jonathan Scott, Efi|. 

From the yehan Ara, which contains a generaj 
Hiftory df Alia, Patriarchs, Prophets, Jews, Ara* 
loans, Periians, Kiotgs of Tartary, Hindooftan, &c. 

Crom the caalieft dmes till the year of the Hegira 

' * 

^2, 1564}, I fhallhave occafion to give 

vaiioii in 1 future Work. 



[jT oV?- 


THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE 

tBCOND tBCYlOK or THt 

TARIKH JEHAN ARA, 


COmrAlNlNG THB HISTOHY OF THE Fl&llAlC 
KlirOt BIVO&B MOHAMMBDANIIIC* 















































EPITOME 


OF THI 

Ancient Hijlory of Pfg^ 


THE FIRST DYNASTY, 

Or, The eleven Peiftidadian Kings, 
who reigned 2(450 Tears* 

I, Caiumuras'^‘"^Sbt fon of DulaiM 

♦M ^ 

ved, ^ foil of Ameem,. t&e i^.of 
Arfakhfliad, the fon of Sam, the fon 
of Noah, to whom be peace. His 
fumame was Ghil-Jhah, which fignt- 


A a 
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Ji. ^ J OJjUO j u^U ya?®"’ 

OuMaI d}tNM>A«<0 



* The compound Ghiljbah, according to the 
Perlian idiomy may alfo lignify ^Uhe King firm- 
id of Clay'* The Magians affirm that Caiu> 
muras was ffie hrft man; and fome have flip- 
pofed him to be the King of Elam, mentioned 
in Genelis idv. Thus, Aiamt from nd 




of Iftakhar in Pars, Damavand, and 
Balkh, were founded by him. 


a. Houjheng —^the fon of Siamek, 
the fon of Caiumuras. He was fur- 
named Peijhdad ; and is faid to have 
built the cities of Sus and Shufter in 
Khuziftan. His reign was of forty 
years. 

3. Tabmuras —the fon of Houf- 
heng. His fumamc was Nejeib^ and, 
according to fome, Refavend, which 


(Pagnin. Robertf. Clavis Pentat. &c.) 
Perhaps a rcfemblarice may be found between 
Caiumuras and *>0)7^113 Chedarlmmer* 
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(^ItA-wdI ^ (j_^l^cX^Lo Ouwl 

l^lc^ jl ^UT J| J^b j 

jLw yXJly-CL ;^Uj 


cXwUM (,1^ 

Q^lcX^I ^bl (^*1^* C,5^ 

I ♦* •• 

^ItXy^^l^iUl ^bw cX/^ibt^ 

I ,:^^' *gi- J 


7 


(iH 


lo 




♦ Of this city, fuppofed to be the ancient 
Per/epoitSf it docs not appear that any veftigcs 
now remain, except the ruins of Chehil mlnart 
^IJU 3^ t>t ^he ** Forty Pillars /” which the 
modern Peiiians generally call Takht-^i-Jem- 

fiteidi Ctos* “ the throne of fenifheieU* 

S 

Sec the frontifpicce. 
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fignifies “ Armed at all points but 

he is generally known by the titl^ of 

Dive--bend. The cities of Amol in 

Mazanderan, Isfahan, and Babylon, 
are monuments of his greatnefs. He 

reigned thirty years. 


4. yem —^the fon of Houfheng; 
was furnamed Sheid, the meaning of 
which is “ brightnefs^ oxfplendour J"* 
The years of his reign were feven 
hundred. The vefliges which remain 
of him, are the cities of Hamadan 
and Toos; alfo Iftakhar, the building 
of which he completed. 


5. Piurafp —the fon of Merdafp, 
the fon of Rika vend, the fon of Barf- 
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•* ly^ J'j)/ 

uJ Ijss:^ Jb|^=L 

Lo Olo<3 Ouwl 

CkMjl (3^^ ^ 

C^<umI (^sX^XMal 


*0^-' 

Ls"^ J icH 

(Jujdfl J1 oj^ OJIaXx/^ 

cy-^j)' J <i^ J 


• I bc|; to advife vciy critical readers (few 
othen^ 1 believe, will take much intereft in 
the nmtter) that the pedigrees of thofe early 
Kkigs are differently recorded in various manu- 
feripts, and extremely obieme in all. 
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ereh, the fon of Nah, the font of Fc^ 
raval, the fon of Siamek, the fbn^f 
Caiumuras; he was the fon of Jem- 
iheid’s fifter, and called Zohac^ which 

in the Arabick language is Dobac^ 

% 

and fignifies “ Majler, or Lord,'* Of 
his works, the Kenek or Tower of«|f 
Babel is one. The time of his do¬ 
minion was a thoufand years. 

4 » 

6. Feridoun’^the fon of Abteen, 
the fon of Aican, the fon of Jem- 
(heid; he was furnamed Mouid, and 
fome flyled him Cai, which fignifies 
“ pure^" free from blemi{h,#id ap¬ 
proaching to fpiritual perfe< 5 tion. Fe- 
ridoun was the firfi: who received fo 
honourable a title. The ramparts and 



«♦ 


* # 


( *0 ) 
J j' 


j 




<.X>U2iilj 




jLw 



* Or Nudar,yiy according to the Tarikh 
Goudeh, and other manuferipts. 

t In my copy of the Tebkat Nt^eri it is 

written Dadjhem; in fome Tarikhs^ 

alfo, TMdjhem* 
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ditches of towns were devifcd by 
him. He reigned five hundred yeais. 

7. Manucheher —the fonof Meifh- 
khoor, the fon of Deiruk, the fon of 
Serdfuk, the fon of Irek, the fon of 
Sek, the fon of Refek, the fon of 
Ferkourak, the fon of Irctch, the fon 
of Feridoun. His furname was F/- 
rouz j and his reign of one hundred 
and twenty years. 

8. Nuzer —the fon of Manuche¬ 
her j was furnamcd Azadeh, He 

reigned feven years. 

9 

9. (this name fignifies 

I 

the wings or fails of a mill); was the 
fon of Pefhunk, the fon of Rad- 

B a 
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j^y^ (j-i v*“'^ ^ 

OumI _^lj I 

gS^XL vD vIj JJy^ 

JL> ^ 


Jl Omj) ui»<Uy 


Ou^ 




* More corredly Z)^, ^ tm; alluding to 
thofe (beams or branches of the river Tigris 

which the Arabians call ^hein, (jj^h or the 

Tm Zdh 
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fhem, the fon of Tour, the fon 
of Feridoun. His reign over Perfia 
lafted twelve years. 

V. 

10. Zav^the fon of Tahmafp, 

the fon of Manucheher. Of his 

0 

works, is that canal in the province 
of Piarbekir known by the name of 
Aub^i^Zaby or “ the waters of Zav,** 
He reigned five y&trs, 

f 

11. Gu/;/haf*^the fon of Zav. 
After the death of his father, exer- 
qifed for fix years the imperial func¬ 
tions* With him the honours of the 
Peifhdadian race became extindt. 

* Or Gurfint/p, The AraHans not 

havii^ in their alphabet the Pertian P, fub- 
aitute for that letter an F, or B; and tosnt- 

^mesa T, 
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^ W 

^ ^ cX^SLaI^J^ OJoXwjJ 

• • 



UH jJ UH vD tH ‘^’-y^ 






jio 


I 


«♦ 


^vy j 


0*>V- *oV^ Ju 

^ijj ^LyAlA^t ^Vitt-.*!* J.ttl>^f tl 

^Lm cXa^ 


* Jehan Pehleevan became a title of diftinc- 
tion: it was equivalent (fays the Leb altouarikhj 
to the modem title Emir al omrahf or Chief of 
the Nobles. 
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SECOND DYNASTY. 

Of the ten Caianian Kings, whofe 
Empire lofted /even hundred and 
thirty four Years, 


I. Cai Kohad—'^t. fon of Zab, 
the fon of Zav, the fon of Tahmafp; 
he was fumamed Cai (or Ky), which 
fignifies “ mighty, In his time the 
river Jihon (the Oxus) was the boun¬ 
dary between Iran and Touran (Perfia 
and Tartary); and Ruftam the fon 
of Zal flouriflied; the mofl illuf- 
trious hero of the world. Isfahan 
was the feat of his empire; and he 
reigned one hundred years. 



( ) 

J ^ ‘^jr^ 

J\ j oJi^f JlyxX»wl 

( < ^JjOsAAfl ^4^ 

^ly>JT cX^ (J^ 

oWT^ * Jilx ^ 


I 


* * 4 ^ 11 "♦ 


-i>-* /J ^ 

V41i>4 X#« O^mI ^Xj^IjcJS 

^Im» olsr^. j cXuiJu^yiJU^X^ 


cH cAj^ 


J!; 



I** 


t Ferdouji alludes to an ancient tradition that 
Nimrod and Kaus were the fame* 

^3i 0"3^ jrJuIi 

J CaHed aifo 3*^ Tel~i^4^efiowit 

according to the Tarikh-moagem : it was a 
lofty pile (Mr heap ere<%df at Babel, for the pur- 
po& o£ aibronomital obfa^tions, by this Kaus, 
or Ktfiuod* 
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2. Cai-Kaus-^Ait fon of Cai- 

Kobad; his fumame was Ntmu^d, 

» 

which, in the Arabick language, is 
lam yemat^ or immortal^ corruptly 
altered into Nimrod, Having, from 
the excefs of foolifli pride, endea- 
voured to afeend into the heavens, 
borne aloft in an* ark (or throne) on 
the wings of eagles,*1' from this he 
vainly * ^ * One memorial 

of him is Affar, in Mefopotamia. 
His reign was of an hundred and 
fifty years. 

3, Cai-Khofru —the fon of Sia- 

t In the manulcript, Kergus, a fabulous bird 
of immenfe Ike, idcmbling in many refpeds 
the Phoenix. (See Oriental Colledions, Vol* 



( ) 


otX«l o^.W 

^L^LajmIysI jcXj ^UuoLi 

• • •♦ J ^ V I ♦ 

^JL<m ViZ^A^»!m (*ii^cX># 

• * 

<lH V—i>^l^ 

Ooi^lO 




I J 14 ^ ’,! 


I 


II. No. I. p, 96 .) According to Ferdouji 
in the Shah-Namehf the birds which Kaus em¬ 
ployed, were ^^Uic . young Eagles. The 

whole fable originated, probably, in the fondnefs 
of this King fw aftronomical iludics ; as he 
declared that he would explore the fecrets of the 
fphercs, “ and reckon one by one the ftars of 
Heaven.” Ferdouji. 


*• 



• \SjXdA (mUa 
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vefh, the fon of Cai-Kaus ; he was 
fumamed Humaioun; and his motjicr 
was Ferankis, the daughter of Afra- 
fiab. Having at laft, with the afTift- 
ancc of Piran Veifeh, penetrated 
into Perfia, he flew Afrafiab, in re¬ 
venge for the death of his father. 
He governed during fixty years. 

4. JLohrasf^ * (or Lohrafp )—fon 
of Arvend-fhah, fon of Cai-Niflieen, 
the fon of Cai-Kobad : from his ori¬ 
ginal refidence in the city of Balkh, 
he was fumamed Balkhi, Of his 
inflitution, is the eflabliihment of 

* Our author in this name, and in Gujhlafpt 
ai&^s the Arabian mode of writing, by which 
the Periian P is changed into F. 


C 2 
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4 


♦ Accord'll^ to the Zertujht Namehy Zero- 
aflcr was of the race of Feridoun ; his father’s 
name PourJhafPt and his mother’s 

Deghdu or Doghdmu 

ti^O«XAa^> 

f ^ Ci>!r* 
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military ftipends. His reign lailed 
an hundred and twenty years. 

i 

5. GuJhtasJ\ (or K{/htaJp)’-^xhe 
fon of Lohrafp, was ftylejJ Mirbed^ 
or the Minijier of Fire, In his time 
Zerdulht, whofe family name was 
Daada^ pretended to the gift of pro¬ 
phecy. The caHle of Samarcand is 
one of the works which -remain of 
Gulhtafp, who reigned an hundred 
and twenty years. 

6. Cai^Ardefir *—^generally called 

A 

• Artaxerxes Lor^imanus^ or 
From fome curious paflages in Tahari, he ap¬ 
pears to be the Aliafucrus of Scripture, who 
** reigned from India even unto £thio|^, over 
** an hundred and feven and twenty provinces.'* 

ESTHtR^ I* 
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*♦ P 



0\i>Mt I^XcXaj 

^Lw ot^ljcS ^ <3wu? 


• • 


* • 



Cl^ry^ 




ji I ji ^ai;T 


•% 


qIjOLj 




• l^±/^ 

JL, jO . 


^j:^oU j (^^-Yyj (j:^ 

JJ 


j' 


L^^rY^ 


* 




• Pcrfia is not, I fear, the only country 
whofc ancient annals are ftained by the regiftry 
of imperial inceft. Thofc who, in defiance of 
chronology, fuppofc Queen Hmai to be Smt» 
ramis, may here find an additional aigument in 
fevour of their identity. 
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Bahmany the fon of Asfendiar, the 
fon of Guflitafp; he was fumam^d 
Dirazdc/I, One of the remaining 
memorials of him is Bandukvar^ in 
Pars. He reigned an hundred and 
twelve years, 

7. llomai —the daughter of Bah- 
man; was furnamed Azadcheher. 
The veftiges of her are the tboufand 
columns at IJiakhaVy and the city of 
Jerbadoan, Her reign lafted thirty- 
two years. 

8 . Darab —his father was Bah- 
man, and his mother Homai, the 
daughter of Bahman. The memo¬ 
rials of him are the inftitution of 
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' Ji^ oiDij^ 



ClH ^cXkXL» 


^jj olic^b fj^j}iXf3 

j olytjl^U'Tjf j!a^j\ 


• Ben/aa, according to fome romances, was 
the Shthrizemn or City cf IVomen, 

the capital of NuflM, Queen of the Ama- 
zons. This place is deferibed as a tcircftrial 
paradife by Ntzmniy in his Seconder Kameh. 

^>^ 
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poft-horfes and couriers. The length 
of his reign was twelve years; and 
his title was Akber, 


9. Dara^ (D/zr/W)—the fon of 
Darab; he was furnamed AJgher. 

A 

The city of Ebher was founded by 

him j and he reigned fourteen years. 

¥ 

f 

10. Secander-^^^t fon of Darab, 
the fon of Bahman; he was Called 
Tju^rKanwin. His mother was the 
daughter of Philip the King of 
Greece. In philofophy he was the 
pupil of Ariflotle. The veftiges re¬ 
maining of him, are the cities of 
Herat, Berdaa in Aran» and Alex¬ 
andria. He reigned over Perfia four- 


D 
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^JtM(Xc *jjjj^ jCi (ji^'tjj 

*f' 43 u itXAA>w 1 


* Shehr-zour, Between Hohm and Mojui : 
it is called by the modem Turks ShehrzouU 
t It is not furprifiiTg that the Perfian tra¬ 
ditions on the life of Alexander fliould be 
vague and difeordant, fince the Greek hiftorians 
acknowledge? the obfeurity of tliisfubjcdl. “ Of 
AlexantJer,” (fays Arrian, Proem.) “ various 
♦* perfons have recorded various things; nor is 
** there any one of whofc hiftory there have 
** been more writers, or writers more difa- 
greeing one with another.” fAi,t h 

A\i(»ySlgv MHYfail/itt, ttoiftr vTtg oTtf vMatit 

4 mivftfttMTtfn i« Our Perfian author 

has followed Ferdoufi in deferibing Alexander 
as the fon of Danb, by a daughter of Philip; 
but the moire ancient and authentick Tahari^ 
declares him the Macedonian monarch's fon; 
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teen years. His death happened at 
the city of Zourj and the place of 
his interment was Alexandria. 


and Nizami adopts this tradition, reje^^ing two 
others on the fubjcdl, ** talcs which want con- 
“ firmation, in the vanity of whofe llory there 
“ is no truth.” 

(Sec Perfian Mifcellanies, p. 79.) All the 
Eaftcrn traditions, compared with thofe of the 
Greek and Latin writers, I (hall offer to the 
publick in a “ Hijiory 9/ Alexarnkr'* 
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jSStai 



J.j' 






jLw 


« * 


J 


*» 


J 


cXo 


AJta^^i^ jjLalli I^IO (^ ^.-Cirfl 

^ Ojj C^^jO^cXj 

^1 tX*J Ijjt o<3^ 

I jfj V^ 


♦ The kings of tlic various provinces, among 
whom AlcKanckr divitkd rhe Pcrfian Empire. 
Of tlietc were the Arjacidcs^ or Parthian Kings. 
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THIRD DYNASTY. 

Account of the Kings called Molouk 
al towayuf, divided into two Sec¬ 
tions, 

Section I. 

Of the twelve Afhkanian Kings, who 
reigned an hundred and fxty-fivc 
Tears, 

L 

I. Afick — the fon of Dara, fur- 
named Afghcr, During the tranf- 
adlions of his father’s reign he was a 
child at Rcy, Having taken up arms 
againft Antakhalh* the Grecian, 
he flew him after a battle; and dc- 


♦ Antiochus. 



» ^ 91 ^ 
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0(X«( ^UiXiU 


* 


ocS^jlj ocX<41 

^ 1 ^ 10 I ( 

j’ Jr' cXAAjsMta^^ ^N^i^OsMwi i <\xX£ 

(Ji^ (jiA^l^ oOvA-ijJ^^U^ 

tju 

Ju o<^b JjyJ 


w 


^ * * f’ tV^ O-? (ji^-^ 


t Our autliur, or more probably the tran- 
feriber of the marvufeript, has» omitted in this 
place ShapcitTy Sapores, who fucceeded 

AChek, and reigned, according to the Leb al 
iewarikhy fix years ;or fixty, according to others,, 
who place the birth of Chrift in his time. 



( 3 ' ) 

feated Conftantine the Grecian, who 
had come to fcck revenge. * * H * 
And Adiek made himfelf pre-emi¬ 
nent among the other kings ; and 
reigned fifteen years. 

AJhck —the fon of A flick, tlic 
fon of Dara. In his time the chil¬ 
dren of Ifracl put to death the pro¬ 
phet Zachariah, to whom be peace 1 
for which he puniflied them. He 
was king fix years. [Succeeded by 
Shapour, the third king,^ 

4. Baharam—^i^ fon of Shapour, 
reigned eleven years. 


5 • the fon of Baharam, 

like wife reigned eleven years. 



JL^ 


( 32 

) 




0 


« 






CH 



iiH 





* Sir William Jones, in his ‘‘ Short 
of Pcrfia, ’ (the c>bjc6l of which was merely to 
prepare the reader for that of Nadir Shah,) lias 
not thought it nccclTary to mention the names 
of more than the firft and laft monarch of the 
Aflikanian Dyna%. The annals of tiiis period 
arc, indeed, very obfeure, yet not uninterefting \ 
tlicir obfeurity feems to demand illuftration* 
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6. Hormuzd —the fon of Pala(h« 
reigned hxteen years. 

7. fon of Palafh, four¬ 
teen years, 

8. Firouz —the fon of Hormuzd, 
feventeen years. 

9. Palajh —the fon of Firouz, 
reigned twelve years.^ 

10. Kbqfru^-^thc. fon of Molad, 
the fon of Nar/i, eight years. 

• According to a very curious manufcrtpc 
Tarikh (of which I have not yet been able to 
afeertain the title or the author)^V 

The atyof l,.ar (in Lariftao) 
was founded by him." 


£ 
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^ CiuM^ 




jjL. 


Jlj- 




Jl 

JL« A>^ J ol^ J 

oUJLs^I y ^I 

L.-\AJaAjga oO-3^ ^ ^ 

:f O^J 






This fon of Kaus, according to that ex» 

cclicnt cUaionar)-, the Ca]hf-al hghat, and 

otlicr work% was properly called i /a. 
rihurz, 
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11. Palajkan—xhs: fon of Palalh, 
the fon of Firouz, twenty-two ycart. 

13. Ardava ?}—the fon of Palaihati, 
reigned thirteen years. 

Section II. 

Of the eight Afghanian Kings (or fecond 
Race of the third Dynajly) proceeding 
from Dezieh Ferberz^ the fon of K am, 
Their empire lafied an hundred and 
fifty-^three years, 

I. Ardavun^ihe fon of Afticgh; 

having revolted againll the AAika- 
nians» fnatched the fovereignty from 
their hands, and reigned twenty-three 
years. 


E 3 
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• In the manufeript Heri; an errewr 
which I have coirctkd on ti»e authority of 
Kepebuk Khunt Uio LeM-tmarikht 6;c« 
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2 . Kh^ru^the fon of Aflicgh, 
was king fifteen years. 

O 3 

« 

3. the fon of Afhegh, 
reigned twelve years. In his time 
the holy perfonage Jefus was born. 

4. Gudarz —the fon of Palalh, 

i 

the fon of Alhcgh ; his reign lafted 
thirty years. Some fay that Zacha- 
riah, on whom be peace I exiflcd in 
his days. 

5. Ndrfi^the fon of Gudarz, 
reigned twenty years. 

6. Gudurz —the fon of Narfi, ten 
years. 
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* Narfi reigned fifteen years, according to 
the Hiihib al Jeir \ and jiX*^jiCsa* ^ 
o:ij^ *XAsi» / . \L-9 ,*j “ during his 

** reign the Greeks attempted to invade Perfia.” 
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7 . Narfi^ the fon of Narfi, reigned 
eleven years. 

8 . Arduvan^^<^ fon of Narfi, 
after a reign of thirty-one years, was 
flain in a battle with Ardclhir-Ba- 
began ; and the third Dynafty of 
Pcrfian Kings became extin<5l with 
him.* ** 

• I muft acknowledge, in the words of 
D’Herbclot, “ que cet endroit eft Ic plus cm- 

** harralfc & Ic plus obfeur dc toutc I'hiftoirc 
** de Perfe.’’ (Art. AJehguman.) Yet I think 
it poftiblc, by a minute examination of tl-ic 
Greek, Latin, and Pcrfian writers, to reconcile 
the various traditions with fuftorical and chro* 
nolt^ical tntfh. 
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♦ There are feveral towns, according to the 
MeJaUhu Memalekf which fome reckon as be¬ 
longing to Fare; others to Kirman* The 
learned frahl, in his excellent map of Perfia, 

places Babck at the Pars fide of the line which 
divides thefc provinces. 
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FOURTH DYNASTY. 

Account of the Race ^Saffan, called 
alfo Akafreh*. Thirty^one Kings, 
who reigned five hundred and 
twenty feven Years, 

I. Ardejhir Babegan—^dtst foh of 
SalTan. The name of SafTan con¬ 
tinued forfeventeen generations, from 
Bahmen the fon of Asfendiar. He 
was furnamed Babegan from his ma¬ 
ternal grandfather, who huilt the city 
of Babec in Kerman; he reigned 
forty years. Among the memorials 

* Or the KeJrU ; an Arabick plural (corrupt) 
from 

F 
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* Ardejhlr Khu zehy or Kkurehy called alfo 
yawKy and Firuzabad. 

t This king, whom we call Artaxares, 
** came forth,” (fays Tabari) “ and dwelt in 
“ IJlalhary when, after the reign of Alexander, 
** four hundred years had elapfed; or, according 
“ to the ChriAians, five hundred and twenty ; 

** or, according to the Magians, two hundred 
** andfixty-fix. 




Guafliir in Kerman, and Ahwaz in 
Khuziftan. 


2. Shapour —the fon of Ardcfliir ; 
his furnamc was Tirdch ; he reigned 
thirty-one years. Of his works arc 
Koureh-Shapour in Pars, Nifliapour 
in KhorafTan, Shad-i-Shapour iii Caf- 
vin, and Jond-i-Shapour in Khuzi- 
ftan.* 


3. Hormuz —fon of Shapour; he 
was fumamed Batcl^ and reigned 

• Texetra, whofe Spanlih epitome of Mirk- 
houd is particularly erroneous and deft^vc in 
the Saffanian hiftor)', places Shapour (Kapur) 
before Ardeftiir. (RelacimeSf tfc. p, I17.) 
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* Baharam^csillcd P'aranes and Fararana 
by tlie Greek and Latin writers. 
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4 

two years. Ram-Hormuz, in Khu- 

was built by him. 

4. Bah arum —the fon of Horm u z; 
his furname was Dcrgar ; and he 
reigned three years and three months, 

5. Bah a ram —the fon of Baharam; 
he was dylcd Shahendchf i.e. upright, 
juft; and reigned twenty years. 

6. Baharam^xhe fon of Baharam; 
his furname was SeiJlan^Shah ; and 
his reign Jafted fourteen months. 

A, 

7. Na)Ji^\\ic fon of Baharam, 
the fon of Baharam; his title was 
Nakhjcrkan, He reigned nine years. 
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* Tidfiri's vorv curious account of the battles 
and treaties between Stiporfs^ and Julian (the 
apofiafe) and his fucceflor J&vian^ tltrows con- 
fidcrablc light on the Greek and Latin hiftorics 
of tliofc emperors—(See Zotimus, Ammlan. 
Marecllinus, &:c.) 

t Mam, Manes; founder of the Manichcan 
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8 . Shapour —the fon of Hormuz ; 
his furname was Hubcb Sina^ tliat*is, 
the breaker, or piercer of Jbouldcrs ; 
and the Arabians flyle him Dbu- 
I'eBaf becaufe he caufed their ihoul- 
dcr blades to be pierced and broken. 
Mani the painter exifted in his time, 
and, alTuniing the charadcr of a pro¬ 
phet, exhibited as miraculous the 
tablets called Arzenk, fo admirably 
painted, that all the faired: objects on 
the face of the earth, in comparifon 
with thefc reprefentations of them, 
feemed to fade away. Alfo, among 

herefy ; the hiHory of which has been ably in- 
vedigated by the learned Bcaujihrt. Some 
curious anecdotes, however, of this hcrcharch 
and impoftor, ftill lurk in Pcrlian manuferipts. 
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* Having been born after his father’s death, 
the years of his reign correfpond to thofe of his 
life. This is noticed by Bizarusy in his excel¬ 
lent compilation “ Re rum Perftcarum Hifioria,' 
(p. 112.) “ cum tot annos regnaffet, quot 
** etiam vixerit,” (feventy years, according to 
this hiftorian.) Our writers place the death of 
Saporcs in the year of Chrift 380. 
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the rare modu^ions of his ingenuity* 
was a certain ihirt, which whilil he 
wore he was vifible 5 having taken it 
off, he became in vifible; he was at laft 
put to death by the hand of Sha- 
pour. The memorials of thi^lCing 
are the city of Cazvin, and T^oureh 
Shapour^* which is alfo called Oiker- 
mekerrum. He reigned feventy-t wo 
years. 

9. Ardejhir—^<t brother of Sha- 

A 

pour, was furnamed Jemii^ and 
reigned ten years. 

• My copies of the Hrfuaklim and Nozhat of 
Cohub, write it difi^rently. Xhc foimer tkyi* 
laJiat this dty was called Ttjhker (ot Nejbkr) 
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4^UXIIj6 



after a fon of Tahmurasy but that having fiilen 
to decay, jyAJi 

^ “ Shapour Dhu* 

** le<Slaf caufed it to be rebuilt, and called it 
Mouragt Shapour, 

* The reign of Baharam has fumiihed fub- 
jeds for a variety of entertaining and curious 
romances, both in profe and vexfe; fuch as the 
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10. Shapour —^thc fon of Shapour 
Zu’ledtaf; his title was Kerman^ 
Jhah ; and his reign of thirteen years, 

11 . Tezdejerd —who, according to 
the greater number of hiftorians, fuc- 
ceeded Baharam; was furnamed, in 
the Perfian knguage, Zefet, and Be- 
zekurdi in the Arabick, Athim and 
Mejerum. He reigned twenty-one 
years and a half. 

V 

12. Baharam —the fon of Yez- 
dejerd; his furname was Gour. He 

Heft peigur of Nizamit the CtJiA 
Hejht Behijht of Emir Khefru^ the 
yiOjJo Heft Munfur of Hatifi, the Kifjeh 
Baharam Gouty ^ and others; 

beiides his hiftory in the Shah Nameb. 
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* The IJdtgertes of the Greek and Latin 
writers, who change the names of his fucceffors 
into Hormi/das, Perozes, Ble/eSf Balujes, or 
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was a valiant warrior, a jufl: 
and a lover of feftivity and fport. 
His reign lafted fixty-three years, 

I* 

13. Tezdejerd —the fon of Baha- 
ram; he was llyled Sipab~doft; and 
the years of his reign were eighteen, 

14. Hormuz —the fon of Yezdc- 
jerd ; his fumame was Firzaneh % 
and his reign of one year. 

15. Firouz—xhc fon of Yezdc- 
jerd; he was ftyled Murdaneh, One 
of his works is Firouz Baharam^ 

b 

in Rey. He reigned ten years. 


Hobalas; Cabades, or Cdvades; TLamafpet^ 
Cbo/reiSf &c. (Vide Procop. Agath. Biz^r. See,) 
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♦ Written alfo^^l^^j Nujhiruan, The 
rums of his magnificent palace, the Aivan 

Cjl'W^ ®*’ ’^ouk^i’KeJri, ^juS oLL are ftill to 
be feen near Madaien (the ancient CteJiphonJ 
on the banks of the Tigris. 
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16. Palajh—^t fon of Firouz 5 
his title was Keranmaieh; and hts 
reign lafted five years. 

17. Ko&ad— the fon of Firouz; 
was fumamed Neekrai, and reigned 
fixty-four years. Mazdak, the re* 
bellious founder of an heretical fe( 5 l, 
cxifted in his time. The place call¬ 
ed Arjan G our eh in Gilouieh, and 
Hulwan, are remains of his works. 

18. yamaf fon of Firouz; 
was furnamed Nekarein. 

19. Kefri —the fon of Kobadi 
his fumames were AnuJJoirvan^ and 

s 

Molk al adel^ or the juft king. He 
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* According to the Z^m al akhbar, he caufed 
Maotiak the herefiarch to be fiead alive; and > 
in the courfe of one day put to death eighty 
dtpufand of his followers. 
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reigned forty-eight years; and our 
prophet (Mohammed) on whom be 
the blefling of God ! was bom in 
his time. In the eighth year after 

V 

the birth of that holy perfonage, this 
upright monarch died : and veftiges 
of his works are at Roumieh in 
Madaien. 


ao. Hormuz —the fon of Anu* 
(hirvan; his mother was Kakim, 
the daughter of the Khakan, from 
which circumftance he was called 
Turkzad ; he was fo wicked» tyran¬ 
nical, and blood-thirfty, that in the 
twelve years of his reign, thirteen 
thoufand £x hundred perfons of ii- 
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* The reign of Khofru Parviz, like that of 
his predeceiTor Baharam Gour, affords many 
curious fubjedls of Romance. See “ the Loves 
of Khofru and Shireenf tranflatcd by me from 

the Shah Nameh Nefr, in the Oriental Collcc* 

« 

tions, Vol. L p. 21$, See, 
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luftrious rank, among the Perfians, 
were put to death by his command. 
He was, himfelf, flain in the twen¬ 
tieth year after the birth (of Mo¬ 
hammed. 

21. Khojru’^tht fon of Hormuz % 
he was furnamed Parviz, or the Vic-^ 
torious. In his time the prophet, 
to whom be peace! entered on his 
divine miflion ; that holy perfonage 
invited the king to the true faith, 
which he rejected, tearing in pieces 
the letter (of Mohammed.) * * ♦ * 
And Perfia, from his magnifi¬ 
cence, and the fuperabundance of 
all neceflaries, arrived at the fummit 
of its glory. It is faid, among other 
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* Tabari, whofc chronicle contains a chapter 
on the fubjedt of this King’s treafures, defcribes 
his celebrated horfc, Shebdizy the Bucephalus of 
Pcrfian romance, which he fays was brought 
originally from Greece; and he adds, that his 
figure was carved in ftone, by order of Khofru^ 
at Kimwnjbahan (BeiJufoun.J 
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matters, that he conftantly kept in 
his palace fifteen thoufand female 
muficians, fix thoufand houfehold 
officers, twenty thoufand five hun¬ 
dred horfes and mules for the faddle 
and for baggage; alfo, nine hundred 
and fixty elephants. Whenever he 
rode forth, two hundred perfons at¬ 
tended him, fcattering perfumes on 
every fide, whilft a thoufand fekahers 
(water carriers) fprinkled with water 
the roads which he was to pafs. 
Among the works of ingenuity which 
he poflefTed, was a certain cup, in 
which the quantity of water was never 
diminifhed, how much foevera per- 
fon drank of it; alfo, an (expanded) 
hand of ivory, which, whenever a 
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t May—Anno Dom. 628. 
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child was bom to him, being im- 
merfed in water, clofed, and exhibited 
the conjundiion of ftars prefiding at 
the infant’s birth, and thus the horo- 
fcope was known: he had likewife a 
piece of pure gold, pliable and foft 
as wax; alfo a napkin, which, when 
foiled, and thrown into the fire, be¬ 
came clean. In his time, white 
elephants brought forth young ones 
in Perfia. What perfon, in harmo¬ 
nious powers, refembles his mufician 
Barbud ? or, who in beauty is equal 
to his miftrefs Shireen ? At laft, in 
the feventh hour of the night, on 
Tuefday the tenth of Jemad-al-awul, 
the feventh year of the Hegira, he 
was (lain by the hand of his fon, 
Shirouieh. 
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* This explains a paiTage in Mirkhond, 
the obfeurity of which is acknowled^ by the 
learned De Sacy, in his Hijiolre des Sajfmides^ 

** Je n'ai trouve aucuns renfeignemens fur le 
** mot Pourani,** 

Mem. Sur diverfes Andq. de la Perfci p. 41 3 . 
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2 2 . Kohad —the fon of Khofru i 

\ 

he was furnamed Shirouieh^^ and 
lived fix months after his father. 

23. Ardejhir —the fon of Shi- 
rouieh; his furname was Kouchek ; 
his reign of one year and a half. 

24. Kefri —the fon of Kobad, the 
fon of Hormuz, the fon of Anulhir- 
van, was furnamed Gout ah. 

25. PouranAokht —the daughter 

i, 

of Khofru Par viz, was ftyled Saiedeh. 
Meat cooked in a particular manner 

♦ The Ferhung Sururt, Borhan KatUa, and 
other diiftionaries) inform us that he was alio 

called Shamieh, 
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* Our author has totally omitted the name 

of yajhendeht o«XLk^» who, by Mirkhond, and 
a few others, is faid to have reigned a thort 
time after Pouran dokht. Some further omifilon 
or error appears likewife in this place, as at 
the beginning of the fourth Dynafty he men¬ 
tions 31 kings, yet enumerates but 28. 
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is called Pouram, after her. And 

the holy prophet in her time departed 

%* 

this life. Her reign lafted fix months. 


26. Azermi^dokbt —filler to Pou- 
ran-dokht, was furaamed Adeleh; 

i 

and reigned four months. 


27. Ferokb^zad—the {on ofKhofru 
Parviz, was furnamed Bakhtyari 
and reigned one month. 


28. Tezdejerd —the fon of Shahr-* 
yar, the fon of Khofru Parviz; he 
is called Molk al akhir^ or the lajl 
King, He afcended the throne of 
the Perfian monarchs, in the month 
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* Here properly ends the ancient hiftory of 
Perlia—as the death of Yezdegerd was fol¬ 
lowed by the furrender of IJiakhar, anc^ the 
<nhcr chief cities, to the Mufulmans. 
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Sefer of the eleventh year of the 

Hegira,* which is the beginning of 

• ^ 

theYezdejerdean aera. As the true re¬ 
ligion had prevailed, and the Muful- 
mans by degrees reduced the power 
of Yezdejerd, he fled from their 
hands to Merou; and there, in the 
monthf Shehur, of the thirty.fecond 
year of the Hegira, he was put to 
death: and with him the ancient 
race of the Perfian kings became 
extindl. 


* A. D. 632. 

t A. D. 652—According to the Suhah 
Saduhy the Tarikb Alfety and other works, 
this King’s death happened in the 31ft year of 
the Hegira. 
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Chronological Remarks. 

Of the number of years afhgned 
to the reigns of particular kings, 
the Perfian hiflorians fo confiderably 
difagree in their accounts, that any 
attempt to reconcile them, at prefent, 
would exceed the limits which I have 
prefcribed to this Epitome. Much 
confufion may have arifen from mif- 
taking the years of a king’s life 
for thofc of his reign; to what 
extent it has prevailed, will appear 
from the following general ftatements 
of each Dynafty’s duration, according 
to various records, differing in their 
calculations from the Tarikh Je^an . 
Ara, 
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The jirfi Dynafty^ or the Peiihda- 
dian, lafted^ 

f 

According to an anonymous Tarikh, 
2441 years. 

Tarikh Hamzeh ben Hofein Isfa- 
hani, 2470 years. 

According to a manulcript catalogue 
of Perfian kings, annexed to a 

fine copy of the Shah-Nameh, 

Britilh Mufeum (No, 5600) 2481 

years* 

Tarikh Behram Shah ben Murdan 
Shah, 2734 years. 

The SecondDyna/iy^ or the Caianian, 

According to the manufcript cata¬ 
logue above mentioned, 534 years, 
fix months. 
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Anonymous Tarikh, 684 years, four 
months. 

f 

Tarikh Kapchak Khani, j^2ycz.rs. 

Anonymous, 770 years. 

Third Dynafty^ or Afhcanian, with 

the AJloghanian^ lajled^ 

According to the Jehan Ara, 318 
years. 

According to the manufcript cata¬ 
logue before mentioned, 200 years. 

Anonymous Tarikh, 217 years. 

A Ravaiet^ or book of Parfi tradi¬ 
tions, 265 years. 

Tarikh Moagenu from different chro¬ 
nicles, 430 years.—Another cal¬ 
culation, 268 years. 

The Leb al Touarikh, 350 years. 
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Tarikh Gozideh, 380 years. 
Hamzeh Isfahan!, 394 years. 
Tarikh Moagem, from difFcr^t 
chronicles, 430. 

9. Baharam ben Murdan Shah, 469 
years* 

Fourth 'Dynqfty^ or Saffanian, 

According to Baharam ben Murdan 
Shah, 456 years, one month, 
twenty-two days. 

Hamzeh Isfahan!, 457 years, three 
months, feven days. 

Anonymous Tarikh, 484 years, fix 
months. 

Leb al Touarikh, 521 years. 

Tarikh Kapchak Khan!, 5^1 years. 
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Merat al Aulum, 531 years, 
Manufcript catalogue, 54a years. 

i. 

M 

I referve for my future work, a 
more minute calculation of each par¬ 
ticular King’s reign, taken from the 

i 

Tarikb ^abari^ the l^arikb Moagem^ 
the Subab Saduk^ the Rouzet al Sefa^ 
the Kbelajfet al Akbbar^ the Zein al 
Akbbar^ the Nizam al Towarikby and 
many other records, which I lhall 
endeavour to reconcile with the dates 
of European chronologers. 




APPENDIX. 


No. I. Account of the Plates in this 

Volume, 

The frontifpiece reprclents thofc 

ruins at Ijiakhar^ which are generally 

called Cbebel Minar^ the 
Forty Pillars** or 

^dkht-i’-yemjheidi ** the throne ofyem^ 
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76 APPENDIX, No. 1. 

Jheid.** Mod travellers and anti¬ 
quaries fuppofe IJlakhar to have been 
the ancient Perjepolht and.thefe co¬ 
lumns the remains orDarius*s palace: 
the natives fometimes call them Khaneh 
Dara ** the Hotife of Da^ 

rius” as Ksempfer informs us. Of 
the view given by that mod ingenious 
traveller, in his Amcenitates Exotica^ 
p. 325, the frontifpiece is a reduced 
copy. 

The Pehlavi gem, reprefented in the 
vignette of the title page, is fuppofed 
fo be placed (without any regard to 
proportion) on a^re aUar^ of which 
the idea is taken from medals of the 
tajjanliis* As even a vignette may be 
. rendered indruedive, I have given, on 
tile upper ^rt of the altar^ d>me of the 
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Mrrow-‘htaded Or Perfepolitan kttcrs, 
from Niehuhr, Kt^mpfer^ &c.; fo that 
the young ftudent of Perfian anti¬ 
quities may havfe before him, at one 
view, fpecimens of the two moft 
ancient chara(fters of Iran* I have- 
placed, as guardians of the altar, an 
A^bdeba, or Dragon, and the 

Simorgb, f rrA**** a bird of immenfe 
bulk and ftrength, both imaginary 
creatures, whofe names are well known 
to the readers of Perfian romance; 
their figures are taken from paint¬ 
ings in the Sbab Namah and other 
manuferipts. 

A 

The gem (of the real fize) is frona 
a pafte in Mr. Taflie’s colle<Sl:ion; and 
thus deferibed in his Catalogue, Vol. I. 
p. ^7, No. 679: ** Sardonyx-^^ figuie 
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in a long robe, with a globe or 

** lotus on the forehead, holding a 
% 

“ fmall cup in the right hand : In the 
“ field are the fun an 5 moon, with an 
infeription,** &c. An engraving of 
the gem, enlarged, is alfo given in the 
fecond Vol. pi. xiii, but the charaders 
are inaccurately imitated; they appear 
on the pafte to form two words, which 
I would read thus, ufing Hebrew let¬ 
ters to deferibe the Pehlavi: 


nmsntj^ priK in modern Perfick 

Shahpouhrif 

fignifying Ihe fire-^genius of Shaponr.** 


AtouHt in Pehlavi, according to M. 
Anquetildu Perron,* was fynonimous 
with Ader, or Atere ; ‘‘ the feveral 


* Zend a Vefta, Vol. I. Difc. Prelim, ccccxci. 
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** fires which have appeared to men 
** under particular forms, and the 
** Genii thcmfelves, who prefide o^r 
" thofc fires.”* .^Thus the Atoun Bour-^ 
zin, in two pafTages of the BoiindeheJh^\ 
is fl:yled^</<fr Bourzin^ in the lejchtt 
SadesyX where, and in other parts of the 
Zendavefta, we find the Ader of Beh- 
ram^ of Gojhafp^ &c. The figure feems 
to be that of a female: in the Fendidad 
Sadh we find an addrefs to female 
fpirits : Je prie ces femelles^ ajfem- 
** hlee toujours vivante,* &c.§ 

• ** Plufieurs feux qui fc font montres aux hotnmes 
fous des formes particulieres, ii: des Genies memes 
qui prefident a ces feux,’* &c. Zendavclla, 
Vol, 11 . p. 24. 

+ Zendav. Vol. I. Part II. p. 41, 

i 

;|: Zendav. Vol. II. p. 24. 

§ Zendav. Vol. 1 . Part II. p. 91. 
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From the Ferhung Borhan Katee 
(which, like the Ferhung yehangeert^ 
his a very long and curious article on 
fire-wor(hip) it alfot^appears that the 
fame word fignified a fire-temple, and 
the angel or Genius that prefided over 
it. Thus we find, that 
Azer Gujhafp was the name of a fire 
temple ere<fi:ed by Gujhtafp at Balkh, 

u/ 




♦ « i • 


and it is the name of the angel that 
fuperintended, or prefided over, the 
fireP" 


If the authority of M. Anquetil 
du Perron be admitted, my expla¬ 
nation of this gem will, probably, be 
found fatisfactory : I offer it, however, 
(as every conjedlure on doubtful mat-» 
ters) with extreme diffidence, and ftiall 
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moft readily adopt any well-founded 
emendation. 

The MAP, though fmall, will fervc 
to Ihew the relative lituations of the 
provinces and chief cities of Perfia. 

I have devoted fome months to the 
conftrud:ion of another, comprehend- 
ing the fame extent of country, but 
fo enlarged in fcale as to occupy a 
fpace of fix feet by five. This will 
contain many hundred names of towns, 
rivers, mountains, ruins, rebats and 
caravanjerais^ wells, monuments, &c.; - 
inferted from original manuferipts, 
which are not tobe found in M.r,Wahl*s 
very excellent map,* nor in any other 
hitherto publifhed. 

* Prefixed to his ** Altes und Neues Vorder und 
Mitt el Afieny* 8 cc, 

Vol, I, Leipfigy 1795, (oftavo.) 

J. 
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In the head^plecCi prefixed to this 
Appendix, are reprefentations of three 
g.'^ms, of the real fize, taken from im- 
preflions in pafte. Of the two upper- 
moft, the original cornelians are pre- 
ferved in the Britifli Mufeum—one 
reprefents a female with a child on her 
lap; fomc of the letters are defaced, 
but the name of Hormifdit 

appears fufficiently legible 
in Pehlavi; the other charaders feem 

to form ]NnDSJ< apijian, 
alluding, perhaps, to the infant ftate 
of Rormijdiy at the bread* of his nurfe 
or mother, whofe name may probably 
be added. Not having yet had leifure 
to fludy the infcription attentively, I • 

* ViJinUi L • the nlppJe, brcaft, &c. 

AblJiiNf to biing forth, to lie in, &c. 
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ihall not, in this place, offer any fur¬ 
ther conjedures on the fubjed. 

For the fame rq^fon I prcfent to the 
reader, without any obfervation, the 
figure of a winged Lion, with a Peh- 
lavi infcription. 

The third gem, is defcribed in Taf- 
lie’s Catalogue (Vol. I. p. 74) as an 
Oriental garnet, containing **. The 
** portrait of an Indian chief—with 
“ Indian charaders, fomcthing like 
the San/crit*** As I fufpcd the 
charaders to partake more of Pehlavi 
than Sanfcrity they are here fubmitted 

..to the infpedionof Antiquarian Oricii^ 

talills. 

The rude outlines, which the reader 


L 2 
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will perceive in this head-piece, re- 
prefent the combat of Rujiam with 
the Dive Sefeed^ or white giant; re¬ 
duced from a pain/ing in my Shah 
V Namchy of which a large engraving 
will be found in the Oriental Collec¬ 
tions, Vol. II. p. 53 j and another 
combat of fome warrior with a monfter, 
winged and horned, from a Perfe- 
politan feal in cornelian, preferved, 
with many others of the fame kind, 
in the Britifh Mufeum. Similar com¬ 
bats are fculptured on the marbles at 
Perfcpolis; and it is poflible that the 
ancient heroes celebrated in the Shah 
Namchy and reprefented in thefe fculp- 
turcs, may be the fame,* 

* This opinion I before offered in fome remarks 

** Oh the antiquities of PerfepoltSy IJiakhary orChe* 

helmiuar,** Oriental Colle£Uons, Vol, I, p. 167* 
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No. II. The following paflage was 
by accident omitted in printing the 
foregoing pages; it concludes the jic- 
count of Ardejhi^ Babegan, p. 43. 

j 

li-i \ji 

And NERD is of his invention; 
for this reafon the Arabs call it 
Nerdjbir,** The word Nard or Nerd^ 
according to the didlionaries Luttaycf 
al LiOghaty yehangeeri^ Kajbf-al-loghat, 
&c. fignifies a well known game, 
(draughts, perhaps backgammon), and 
the pith of a tree. 

The invention of draughts is gene¬ 
rally afcribed to Buzurjemher, the 
vizier of Nujhirvan, who did not reign 





gfi APPENDIX, No. III. 

until three centuries after Ardejhir: 
this vizier introduced chefsy an Indian 
gaif;e, into Perfia; and the Ferhung 

Borhan Kattce informs^us, that Buzur- 

N 

jemher devifed Nerd, on the plan or in 
imitation of chefs; but that Nerd was 
played with two dice, and, according 
to fome, was of a more ancient origin. 


III. It appears trom the Tarikb 
Moagcniy and the Nr/zhat al Colouh, that 
the Bandukvar, (or more properly 
Band-kouar) rhcntioned in p. 23, w^as 
a mound or dyke, erec^led by Ardejhir 
Biihmar., to raife or convey water, for 
the little but pleafant town of Kouar^ 

in the province of Pars. 
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Account of the Geographical Perjtan 
Manufcripty inti tied Mefalek '^u 
Mcmalck. •*' 

Having mentioned in the preface, 
(p. xxiv) my future tranflation of the 
Mejalck u Mema/rky I fliall here give 
a fhort defeription of that manufeript, 
which is equally ancient as it is rare 
and curious Although I have not yet 
been able to afeertain the author^s 
name, it is evident, from two pafTages 
in the work itfelf, that he mull have 
exifted before the year 424 of the 
Hegira, (of Chrift 1032); for, in his 
account of Spain, he deferibes the 
Ommiad Dynafly as ftill governing in 
that country; and adds, that “ The 
Abbaflidcs have not yet fnatched k 
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“ from them he muft, therefore, 
have written before the year above 
mentioned, when the reign of the Ow- 
miadcs ccafed* 

In another part of his work, de- 
feribing Maweralnabr^ or Tranfoxania, 
he informs us that he converfed with, 
a refpe< 5 table perfonage who had at¬ 
tended Najjfcr Ahmed in his battles. 

This Prince, of the Samanian 
najlyt was inverted with the govern¬ 
ment of *Maweralnahry by the Khalif 

Anno Hcgirae 261, (A. D. 
874); and if our author could have 
fpoken with a contemporary of Nafler 
Ahmed, we may reafonably date the 
compofition of his work early in the 
fourth century of the Mohammedan 
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V 

aera, between the y(^r 900 and 1000 
of Chrift. 

It appears tha.t. he vifited, himfelf, 
mapy of the places he deferibes : con¬ 
fining his work to the limits of Ijlam 
(the Mohammedan world), he begins 
^with a general defeription of its feas, 
the weftern regions of Africa, Spain, 
Egypt, Syria, Paledine, Arabia, Me- 
fopotamia, Irak Arabi, Khuliftan or 
Sufiana, Pars or Farfiftan, its five Kou- 
rehs or diftri( 5 ts, fire-temples, ancient 
caftles, rivers, cities, roads, and dif- 
tanccs from various towns to others ; 
the air, water, foil, &;c, of Farfiflan; 
inhabitants ancient and modern, man¬ 
ners, dialects, religions, &c.; extra¬ 
ordinary buildings and monuments of 
antiquity; Iftakhar, &c., produce. 


M 
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taxes, revenue, t defeription of 
Kirman, cities, mountains, roads, &c.; 
part of Sind and Hind; Armenia, 
Arran and Azerbaijiin, rivers, roads, 
hills, &c.; Kouheftan, Irak Ajcmi, 
Tabcriftan, Khorafan, Dilem, Mazan- 
deran, Khozr, or the regions bordering 
on the Cafpian Sea ; Maweralnahr, or. 
Tranfoxania; deferts between Pars and 
Khorafan; Sejeftan, its lakes, rivers, 
roads, cities, &c.i Ferghanah, Samar- 
cand, Bokhara, Balkh, &c. 

Thus he deferibes the route from 

to Kattab^ on the 
road of Khorafan: 

" From Shiraz to Diikak, 

6 farfangs—from Diikak to Ijlakhar, 

6 f.—from Jftakhar to P/r- 



APPENDi:|, No. IV. 


91 


€€ 

€€ 

€€ 

f f 

€( 

CC 

Cf 

€C 

€€ 


Kuriehf Aj ^ f.—from P/>- 

Knrich to KohcfidiZt^OJ^Y^ 6 f.— 
and from Kohendiz to Dhcy-hend, 
cXo 8 —from Vhey-bcnd to 

kouh^ j}\ 12 f.—from AIcY’^ 
kou to Dk^y^nr, f.— 

from T>hey-Jfjir to Hazvr,j 4 ^ 6 f.- 



from Hazvr to AxXj* Kelaa 

MajiouSy (the Cajilc of the Magi), 
which is now in ruins, 6 f»—and 
from Kelaa Majious to the town of 
Kattah, ^ f. &c.*’ The city 
of JJlakbcir ftill cxiltcd when our author 
wrote ; for he fays. 


Aj 




vY J 






;y 
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Iftfikhar is a city, neither fmall 
** nor jrreat; more ancient than »ny 
cityj^^hatfoever, of ; in extent 
** about one mile; and the Kings of 
Pars had their dwellings there; and * 
ArdeJJyir redded in that place ; and 
there is a tradition that, &c.** 
In another chapter he clafTes the fta- 
tucs, inferiptions, and buildings at 
Ift akhar, amongft the wonders of Perfia. 

But any farther notice of the Mc^ 
Jdlek 11 Memalek would be here unne- 
celTary, as my tranflation of the whole 
work, in one volume quarto, will, I 
hope, be ready for publication at the 
clofe of the prefent year. 








